
P OPULATION CURRENT ESTIMATE 

During the f irst h a l f o f the twe n tieth c e n t u r y, th e 
p opu l ati o n o f Wilson in c re a sed b y 5 5 3 p e r c ent . Ove r th e 
s a me p eriod of time th e p o pul a tion of the St a t e of No rth 
Ca rolin a in c r e a sed b y 1 1 5 p e r ce nt . It is signific a nt to 
note th a t highest p o pul a ti on growth occ urred duri n g t he 
decade immedi a te l y following the depressio n. This is the 
pe r iod when a gricultur a l ac tivities wer e re c e i ving pro
minence i n the enti r e n a ti o n . During t he two following 
decades, Wilson's p o pul a ti o n growth h a s bee n slow . The 
growth , h oweve r , h a s b een ste a d y a nd fa ster th a n both the 
Co u nty a nd the St a te Economic Are a Number 8. (E c o n omic 
Area s a r e homogeneous a re a s h a v i ng simil a r ch a r ac teristics . 
These h a ve been del i ne a ted in a stud y en c omp a ssing the 
whole n a tion b y Don a l d J . Bogue and Ca lvin L . Be a le . The 
purp ose of t his stud y wa s to f a c ili t a te fu rth er study of 
t hese a re a s . No r th Ca r o li n a St a te Economic Ar ea 8 con 
sists of Edgecombe, Gr een , Lenoir , Na sh , Pitt , Wayn e a nd 
Wilson Counti e s) . I n f a ct , t h e p o pul a tion of the a re a 
surr o unding the C i ty of Wilson r eg i st er ed a decline and 
the a r e a is s ti ll in the pr oce ss of l osing p o pul a t i on . 
The a bs o lute in c re a s e i n Wils on 's popul a t i on h a s be en 
from 12, 6 13 in 1 930 to 28,753 in 1 960. 
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